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SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report - Operation PIKESVILLE, Hgs, 5th
Special Forces Group (Abhn), lst Special Forces, Peried
6 June - 3 July 1967 (U)
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1. Subject report “t3°Foruai Jed as inclosure for review and evaluation
in accordance with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15.

2. Information contained in this report {s provided to insure appro-
priate benefits in the future from lessons learned during currant
operations and may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AFTER ACTION REPORT: Operation Pikesville 6 Jun ~ 3 Jul 67

1. (C) SIZE AND COMPCSITION OF OPERATION: Reconnaissance Campany with
Corpany Hsadquartcrs; eight Roadrunner teams camposed of four Vietnamese
Nationals (VNN) each; five retcnnaissance teams composed of two USASF and four
VNN each; Commando companies tomposed of & USASF and 333 VNN.

2. (C) MISSION: To captwre PW!s and/or documents in AO BEAR.

3. (C) TTL{E OF DEPARTURE/RETURN: Operation Pikesville was conducted fram
a Forward Operations Beca (FOB) located at Quan Loi, RVN (XT 807899) within the
perimetar of Task Force Dixie North 1lst Infarsry Division during the period
6 June - 3 July 19%7. Project SIGMA advance party began movement by G=130 from
Bien Hea Adrbase to FCB 050830 June 67 and campleted movemsnt 051130 June 1967,
FOB activated 051800 Juno 67. The main body was moved by C=130 transport from
Bien Hoa Airbase with the first element arriving 061000 June 67 and the last
element closing at 061320 June 67. Command element arrived at FOB by helicopter
at 061130 June 67 and FOB was fully operational as of 061355 June 67. The operation
terminated 224,00 July 67 and the Detachment Command element was returned to Base
Camp by helicopter 030700 July 67. The main body began movement by C=-130 trans-
port fram F(B to Pien Hoa Airbase 030740 July 67. Project Sigma elements closed
at Base Camp 031500 Jul 67,

4, (C) COWDUCT OF OPERATIONS: Operation Pikesville began with the issuance
of a written OPGRD fram CG, II FFV to CO, Dot Bw56 on 011500 Hfune 67, Det 5=2
visited II FFV and CINCV ard obtained current intelligence cn the assigned area
of op>rations {A0). De%t CO, S1, 33 and CO, 2nd Commando Company departed 021330
June €7 Tor aerial reccnnaissance of AO, selection of FOB site and neccssary
coordination at that location., CO, B=S6 visited Co A, 5th SFGA at 021600 Junc 67
=oferenza current operation, CO, B=S6 issued a unit warning order at 021900 Jime
67. On 3 Jun: urit airlift requirements were submitted by S3 to IT FFV and a
unit movement order was published. OPORD for Operation Pikesville issued Q40800
June 67, Helicopter support provided by 334th Armmed Hellcopter Co. compcced of
five transport and two armed helicopters. Twd 0-1D radio relay aircraft were
provided by the 7hth Reconnaissance Airplane Company. Artillery support by the
23rd Artiliery Group consisted of; Lisison party (1 Off & 3 EM) to Sigma 1uus
two FO Teams (1 Off & 2 EM each); 1 A0 (1 Off); A Biry 6/27th Quan Loi and
B Iy 2/32, Soui Da, On 6 hme aerial reconnaissance of the entire AO was
conducted; reconnaissance zones were designated and three Roadrunner teams began
preparation for infiltration on 7 June 1967.

a, RECTNAISSANCE TEAM OPERAT IONS:

(1) Recon Msn #1: Tean received mission order 070900 June 67,
conducted aerial recan of RZ 071530 and presented a mission briefback 072000 Jume
67. Team was scheduled for infiltration into RZ LE CLERC vic XT 645002 at 080800
June, however, missior was cancelled due to 5th ARVN Div scheduled ARCLIGHT
missions in that area,
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CONFIDENTIAL \
AFTER ACTION REP(RT:_. Operatim Pikesville (CONTD)

(2) Recon Msn #2: Team recaived mission -order 080900 June, con-
ducted aerial recon of RZ 081500 and presented mission briefback 081930 June €7,
Team attempted infiltration into RZ PATTON vic XT L5838 cn 091040 June. As
infiltretion ship apprasched LZ, Recon Team Isader observed thres VC dressed
in khald and armed with US carbines to the scuthwest, two more were vusuiiel
by a second team member, One VC was shot by the team leader and the helicopter
lifted off, Mission was aborted dve to enemy actlvity on LZ,

(3) Rocon ¥sn #3: ‘eam receivel nission crder 050200 Juns, cone
ducted aerial recan of RZ CS'..30 and presented mission briefback 031930 Kms 67.
Team infiltrated RZ BRADIEY vic X0 485817 &% 101117 oune without incidenmt, Aftew
infiltration, the team moved 60 malers wast of the LZ when they bzgan to receivo
AW fire from their right flank, heard brush crzclcing to thelr front and three
rounds fired from the south. Tean leader called for extraction ard began moving
the team back to the LZ, As ithoy opproached thz LZ, a2 t2am member obaerved cra W
2% moters to the norta woaring a khaki shirt and grey hat armed with an AK-U7, '
After shooting the VC in the right side, thiree more VC appeared &t the same 1o~
cation, Téam leader moved onto the 1Z and flashed his panel while tecanm. took YO
mder fire, As the team was being exfiltrated, one team momber lost his weapen
after falling from the helicopter as it was lifiing off, Reccn nissian #3 was
exfiltrated at 101138 Jure 67,

(4) Recon Mo #ls: Team recaived mission ordsr 092000 June, conduct>d
aerial recon of RZ 101140 and sented a mission briefback 101920 Juns 67. Tean
infiltrated RZ HALSEY vic XT L9708 at 111302 Jwre without incideat. Tesm moved
north of the L2 into the edge of bamboo clumps, formzd a defcnsive perdmeter and
stopped to listen, Aftor apprax three minvtes, team heard crackling of bambco
to the north and observed one VC wearing a gveen ghirt and carrying an AK-Y7 sling
over his shouldor. Tho VC stopped and spoke to someons in & bumker about. 20 meterc
from the team. . VC then unslung his weapon and advenced at port arms, At the scome
time a second VC was spotted advancing cn the team from the rorth-northeast,

Toam members killed both VC, moved back to the north edge of the LZ, ad requested
extraction after hearing shouting to the north and northeast, Team was extracted

under fire resulting in two USASF tcam monbers WIA (one serious }, Ard own~ TIQACT S
recovery man WIA, Team estimatcd a VG =quad (+) cn three sides of their positione

(5) Recen Men #5: Cancelled due to inclemsnt weather.

(6) Recon lsn #6: Team received mission briefing 121000 Juna,
conducted aerial recon of RZ 121400 June and mwesented a mission briefback 122000
June 67. Team infiltrated RZ HAISEY vic XT 162695 at 111810 and linked up with
TF ASKINE for the purpose of conducting a stay behind mission to capture a W or
documents, Planned break-away from the task fcrce during movement did not take
place due to enomy activity. Team pirformed flar: rocon and rear guard security
during remainder of TF mission and was exfiltrated vie XT 469702 at 171430 Jumo
67 with the Task Force,

(7) Recon Msn #7: Team received mission briefing 121000 Juno,
conducted a~inl recon of RZ 121500 Juns and prasentcd mission briefback 122020
June 67. Team infiltrated RZ ALLEN vic XT 373736 at 171550 June in conjuncticn
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AFTER ACTION REPORT: wation Pikesville (COND)

with a8 resupply mlssion conducted for 2nd Reaction Company. Teasm remained with
Company until 200610 hme when it broke away vic XT 376695 to begin its stay
behind mission, Team moved to vic XT 379711 and established a recon point to
observe an EW trail for the purpose of capturing a PW, Team obssrved this trail

for two day= with negative enemy sightings., Team was exfiltrated vio XT 377709
at 221120 Ju.e 67 without incident.

(8) Recon Msn #8: Team roceived mission briefing 191930, conduotea
aerial recan of RZ 203600 Jue and precented a mission briefback 201500 Jume 67,
Team infiltrated alons with Cperation LOC 5/6 (Det A~331) _uc Ninh vic XU 651040
at 211918 June with the missiorn of conducting a stay be~ind patrol. Team begen
stay behind mission vic XU 61,038 et 221130 June 67. At vic XU 613037 team
found a small cache of clothing. grenades and throc books, The grenades were
defused and the books wers captured. At 221450 team spotted three men near a
stream vic XU 618032, ono of whem was cleaning fish, the other two were armed
with M-1's and vzaring tiger suits. The team moved back and declared an emergency
ernitza by redio then planned to shoot and capture one of the men cbserved.
However, upon arriving at the stream, the VC were no longer there. Team moved SW
to vie XU 615032 wherc they srotted two VO armedwith AK47 rifles rumning south,
After being directed > zn 1Z by the FAC, team members heard VC yelling "friend®,

nfriend", Team was extracted by sling without receiving hostile fire vic XU 616030
ab 221305 June 67,

(9) Recon Team #9: Team received mission order 24,0900 June, conducted
acnjal recon of RZ 2415C0 June and presented a mission briefback 251130 June 67.
Team -infiltrated vic XT L6957 at 251330 June 67. After moving 150 meters team
Leamd talldngz 4o their front so they moved SE to bypass VC. Vic XT 458625 the tem
was spotted by a VC in a guaird house who gave the alarm. Team moved north approx
100 meters into a clump of bamboo and requested extraction. During the extraction
by sling, the team was blocked cn three sides and the helicopters attempting re-
covery sustained heavy damage from hostile fire, resulting in an A/C making a
forcad landing in enemy controlled territory, A/C destroyed by aerial gunfire the
following day. DNemainder of A/C were evacuated to Bien Hoa or repaired at F@B,

b, ROADRUNNER TEAM OFZRATIONIS:

(1) RR Msn #1: Toom infiltrated RZ HAISEY vic XT 392743 at 071130
Juwne 67 with the mission of rcute recon. Vie XT 740395, team observed 4 VC dressed
in blck with khaki hats, bui sav no weapons, Vic XT 390737 team observed L VO
moving south along a trail on bicycles, Each man carried two AKJ;7's slung and
7 rounds of mortar ammmition. Team wras exfiltrated vic XT 374717 at 061030 Jume
67 without incident.

(2) RR Msn #2: This rssion was aborted on first attempt dwe to
inclement weather e 7 Juse 67, Team was infiltrated into RZ MONTY vic XT LSL917
at 081030 hme 67, Team found many well used trails along their route, They were
observed by a man vic XT 503850 who then ran away. Vic IT 472865, team heard
music, singing and emele volces from a large group of people having a party.
Team was exfiltrated vic XT 176873 091200 June 67 without incidemt.
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AFTER ACTION IEPORT: Operation Pikesv. 1o (CONTD)

(3) RR Msn ;/3: Team infiltrated RZ PATTON vic XT 285965 at 081528
Jun 67, Team apparently became disoriented on infiltration and began to move
North instead of East on a trail as plannad, Toam spotted seversl VC in vie
XT 284970, armed with AX-L7 and MAS 36 weapons, Team was exfiltrated vic
XT 285973 at 091405 Jun 67,

(4) RR Msn #4: Team infiltrated RZ SLM4 vic XT 33L8%4 at 081540
Hv 5 67. An unknown numbar of VC with automatic weapons fired at the team
vic XT 336893, Tcam returned fire, evaded and wore extracted by rope ladcder
vic XT 337379 at 091415 June 67 wi:hout incident.

(5) RR Msn 'S: Tean infiltrated vic XT 542818 at 121640 Juns 67
with a mission of cstablishing an ambush to capture a PW, Team observed
LO VC viec XT 514819 at 131030 June moving Tast armed with AK-47, carbines
and M-1 riiles,Vic XT 502820 at 141030 team ovzerved 3 VC on bicycles armsd
with AK-L7's moving Fast on a road, Team atiempled to ambush, but a team
member made a noise which alerted the VC, who then ran East and fired a
3ignal shot., Team cvadod and was exfiltrated vic XT Sh384S without incident,

(6} RR Msn #6: Team infiltrated vic XT 539737 at 121640 June anu
went into an ambush position vic XT 53174k and XT 532737 at 141830 June
without incident.

(7) RR Msn #7: Team infiltrated vic XU 84SQLO at 151650 June on
a mission of treil rccon. Vic XU 667012, team received 50-60 rounds of
AW fire from estimoted VC platoon, 4t 180800 June vic XT 645913, tean
received fire from an uvnlmowvm number of VC, At 182530 Jrne team was in
position for exfiltrat .on, however, they were afraid to throw smoke because
of VC moving near their position. Team then began movement by foot, truck and
bus to reach the SIGIA TOB at Quan Loi, arriving at 190850 June 67,

(8) RR lsn #8: KMission cancelled due to scheduled TAC AIR STRIKES
vic of infiltration LZ,

(9) RR Msn #9: Team infiltrated vic ¥TS19917 at 181216 June and
noved to a trail vie XT Sh9868, .4t 181600 June, team observed two VC pass
each other on the trail. The VC wore khakd pants, black shirts and were
unarmed, The team had negative contact or sishtings during the next two
days an} were exfiltrated from the Special Forces Camp at Ton Le Chan at
201800 June 67 without incident.

(10) RR Msn #10: Team infiltrated vic XT 324908 at 19113% Jue 67,
At 201400 June, the team observed a VC carrying party and security »lement
nunbering 25~30 men vic XT 377859. The VC wers heav. 'y camouflaged with grass
and moving in a colum formati-.i, Only one weapon was observed, a Soviet 7,62
carbine. During a scheduled radio contact with the team, the Sigma interpreter
understood the team to say, they were in contact with VC elements. The team was
axfiltrated vic XT 375857 at 201757 June and after pick up, it was determined
tha’ the team had not been in conmtact,
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AFTER ACTION REPORT: Operation Pikesville (CONTD)

(11) BRR Msn #11t Team infiltrated vic XT L95653 at 201210 June 67.
At 201800, vio L469639, team observed 12 VC moving west on the road, Team ssw 3
AK-47ts, 2 M=1 rifles, 4 Soviet carbines and 1 PPS~1943 SM3. New houses with
underground bunkers were observed vic XT LL666L. Team was extracted by rope
ladder vic XT L71645 at 231531 June £7. Gunships providing cover for the
extraction received & fire from east of the LZ, No hits were sustained by the
mhimo

(12) BR Msn #12: Team infiltrsted vic XT 417605 at 211237 June 67,
At 211700 June vic XT L07623, team rcceived 15-20 rounds of AW fire from an unknown
number of VC with negative casualties, The team fled south without returning fire,
swam the stream vie XT LO1617 then moved west, Thz VC followed the team to the
stream, but did not cross it. Team heard artillery fire from unit at Soul Da and

moved all night in that direction, arriving at 220800 June, Team was later ex~
filtrated by Sigma,

(13) RR Msn 13: Team infiltrated vic XT 398905 at 231726 June 67.
Team found a well hidden base camp vic XT 359911 guarded by 6 VC armed with AK-47
and carbines, VC did not fire, but ran south away from the camp. The camp was
new and had 20 hmrts which would hold 12 people each, One building 15! x LS?
contained USAID rice, Team had no further contact or significant sightings and
was exfiltrated vic XT 348919 at 261645 June 67 without incident,

(14) BRR Msn 4z Team infiltrated vic XT 630910 at 241737 June 67.
Team found many new bunkers vie XT 618926, One bunker had 500 rds linked 30 cal
MG ammo, M~79 grenades, M-26 grenades and Chicom stick grenades of which the team
extracted 100 rds of ammo and all grenades except the Chicom type. At 250915, team

observed 100-125 VC moving past the bunker area, VC wore khakd uniforms, camouflaged

coolie hats and carried heavy rucksacks. The first 10 VC were armed with AK~47

and RPD~56 IMG, At 261130 team was spotted by 5-6 VC wic XT 635945. The team was
able to evade, but had to move by dead reclvning because both teams compasses were
not operating correctly after becoming wet during a stream crossing. Team boardsd
a bus from Loc Ninh traveling highway 17 and rcturned to Sigma FOB 271800 June 67.

(15) ERR Msn 15: Team infiltrated vic XT 507759 at 271650 Jure.,
Team set up an ambush on a trail near the infiltration LZ., Shortly afterward two
VC on bicycles came down the trail, The team stopped the VC and told them to drop
their weapons, however, the VC opened fire wounding one team member in the chest.
The team returned fire, killing one VC amd wounding the other wio escaped. Teanm
captured one AK-}7 and searched the body with negative results., The team began
receiving AW and SA fire and during the withdrawal they became separated into two
groups. Upon rejoining vic XT 504752 at 271725 it was learned that the two team
members had left the wounded man after he lost consciousness and they could no
longer carry him, At 280730 team again received [W fire and during evasim, one
man became separated from the team, Team again received fire vic XT L4L92763. Team
(=) was extracted by sling vic XT 399728 at 291000 June. Team menber who becams

separated was exfiltrated vic XT L4957L7 at 291154, Wounded team member is missing
in action,
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ALFTER LCTION RE Operation Pikesville (CONTD)

(16) RR Msn 16: Team infiltrated vic XT 465798 at 28151k June,
Team was ambushed by a VC force of unknown size at 010610 July., The team
leader was “T. and two other team members ran, The remaining member ran and hid
in the brush after his weapon was shot from his hands. This man was exfiltrated
vic XT L10596 at 011420 July. The other threc men are MIA.

(17) RR Msn #17: Team infiltratod vic XT L65798 at 281514 June,
Team found & camo line vie 47979 from which they cut out a 10 meter section,
Lt 281630 and all during the night the team hoard shots from the direction of
where the cammo wire was cut, Fram an OP gstablished vie XT L68703, team obe
served 6 VC moving northeast on highway 2LL, L AK-L7's and one US ca. ine were
observed, Team was exfiltrated vic XT 468703 at 011645 July. One gunship and
one slick supporting exfiltration were hit by SA fire resulting in one crew
member WIA,

{(18) RR Mea #18: Team infiltrated vic XT 415738 at 290950 June 67.
At 291200 June vie XT 397738 team fired on 12 VG moving south o trail Klling
L V¢ who were axmed with AK-L47's and a NVA type 50 SMG, The teum became separated
at this time after two members moved to tho trall and recovered one AK«47 and the
type SO SMG, Team was fired on again while trying to cross the Rach Sanh Dai
River, Toam swam river, but lost the captured weapons, their clothing, compasses
and packs, Team (=) walked into camp at Soui Da and was axfiltrated at 101400
Juy, Remaining separated team members were located and exfiltrated vie XT 375661
at 011812 July,

Ce REACTION COMPANY OPERATIONS:

(1) 2nd Reaction Company: Campany was camposed of five USASF;
three USA FO artillery team and 141 VNN personnel, Unit mission was to recon
in force along road 3:6 from Bo Tuc (XT 380857) north to vic of Katum (XT 333898)
then south along route TL L4 to vie XT 297830, Primary mission was to locate
possible caches, detemrmine.unit identification and cepture PW's or doocuments,
Compeny infiltrated RZ SLIM on LZ WHITE vic XT 373825 at 281229 June 67. Compeny
moved south off LZ and made contact with apprax 12 V€ vic XT 383610 reculting
in one KlA or WIL who was carried off, VC attacked a squad ambush in position
vic XT 365852 at 291231 June resulting in one VNN slightly WIA. Ten rounds of
60m mortar were fired and the VC advanced to within 15 meters of company, &
combination of artillery, gunships and airstrikes caused contact to be broken
at 291450 June. Results were 3 VC KIA (BC), 2 VC KBA (BC). Unit estimated
35 to 4O more VG eithor KIL or WIi. Made contact with approx 1 platoon of VC
in bunkers vic of KT 348868. Company located a base camp area that had been
evacuated just prior to arrival of unit. Camp had trenches, bunkers and a mess
hall, One building contained 12 AK-47 riflos and numerous mines and sammunition
which was all either destroyed o buried. Caompany moved to the Special Farces
Camp gt Prek Klok (Det A-322) and returned by ¢-123 transport to FOB at 011315
July 67.

(2) 1st Reaetion Company: Company was composed of five USASF; three
USA artillery FO team and 160 VNN persconnel). Unit mission was to conduct a recon
in force of RZ HODGES, HALSEY and ALLEN and to assist in the insertion of recon
team mission #6, Canpany infiltrated on L2 RED vic XT L75585 at 13130 June
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AFTER ACTION REPORT: Operation Fikesville (COMNID)

without incldent. Vie XT L7585 at 131450 Junc flank security wounded onc VC
who fled, it 13162 vic XT L60590, unit rccicved harassing fire from 3 VC

who broke contact and fled north. Unit received sniper fire frum vac XT 453364
at 141847 June rosulting in negative caswltics.

Farassing firc received fram
vic XT L5336L at 141605 with ncgative casualties. Helicopters resupplying the
company at 14118 Junc sustained two hits from A fire from the vic of XT L6669Y4,

Gunships placed fire into area with nnknown results, Company secured LZ vie

XT L62695 for the infiltration of recon mission #6. Team infiltrated at 1L1814
June without incident, At 150939 June forward elcment of Company received sniper
fire from vic XT LLB706 which resulted in 1 friendly WIA (DOW) and 2 VC KTi (I2).
4t 151100 June vic XT LLT7707, point element came under fire from an unknown size
force in concrete bunkers, Resulis of this encounter were 1 USASF WIA, 1 VNN

WIA, 1 VNN MIA (WIA), 3 VC KIA (BC), S VC KLi (Prob). At 160715 an airstrike

was placed on the bunker area. Unit established a defensive perimeter vic XT
L67702 at 161030 June and at 161205 conteact wit! an unimown number of VC was made
on the north and south side of the perimeter resulting in 2 VC KI1 (BC) and
negative friendly casualties, At 161310 Junc an airstrike was placed north and
south of perimeter resulting in destruction of bunkers and foxholes and 20 VC KBA
(Poss), Compeny remained in defensive perimeter and at 170515 June reccived 2L
rounds of mortar fire, size unknown from the southwast resulting in frien

casuaties of 5 VNN WIA., Unit was exfiltrated from LZ BROWN vic XT L69703 at 171431
June without incident. Reon mission #6 was unable to accamplish its stay behind
mission due to enery activity and was exfiltrated with the company.

(3) 1st. Reaction Company:

Conpany was camposed of five USASF, three
US4 artillery FO tcam and 145

VNN personnel., Unit mission was vecon in force of
RZ MONTY. Company infiltrated on 12 YELLXY vie XT L6787L at 231520 June without
incident, At 231835 June, S VC were observed vic XT 513898 moving north and
were taken under fire with unknown results, A few minutes later rear secwurity
element shot and klled 1 VC and captured 1 AK-L7 ri€le., Company ambush patrol
observed 20 to 25 VC building a base camp vic XT 550083 at 211800 June, An aizw
strike on the base camp area was requested and executed at 250945, Airstrike lLit
west of target area with negative results. Unit recieved heavy autamatic weapons
fire from vic XT 261215 at 261127 June., VG force estimated at one platoon, Giunhe
ships suppressed fire and VC moved north. Results were 2 WIA, 1 KI& friendly.

Company moved to Special Forces camp at Tor;” Le Chon and was exfiltrated 271252
June by helicopter without incident.

H (4) 2nd Reaction Company: Company was composed of three US.SF,

R three USA artillery FO personnel and 168 VNN, Unit mission was recon in force

of RZ ALLEN and assisting ix insertion of recon mission #8 as a stay behind
patrol, Company and recon mission staged at Minh Thanh (XT 642671) and infil-
trated on LZ GREEN vic XT 373735 at 171655 June 67, At 180655 June vic XT 365733
company made contact with an estimated platoon of V€. 6 VC wers amed with AK-U7!s
and carbines. Arty and mortar fire were placed on the VC who withdrew south,
Results of contact were 5 VC WIL (prob), 2 VNN friendly WIA., Racon mission #7
detached from Compeny at 200630 June and woved into an ambush position vie XT
376695, At 201655 June the Company encountered an estimated 2 platoon size VC
force vic XT LO0697. Several rounds of mortar fire were received shortly after
contact with negative friendly casualties, S:ipma FiC directed an airstrike vic
IT 102699 resulting in 4 VC KB: (BC), 3 blcyclez destroyed and 1 VNN friendly VI,
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AFTER ACTION REPORT: Operstion Pikesville (COMTL)

At 210930 June campany elements ambushed 2 VC on bicycles moving northesouth on
trail vic XT LOL691, VC fled north leaving one Chicom carbine and both bi-
cycles, Campeny made contact with an unknown size VC force vic XT L12678 at
211240 June 67. Gunships and artillery fire were placed on ares with unknown
results, Friendly losses were 3 VNN WI4 and 1 US KIA (attached FU party). At
211522 June the company received mortar fire on their position vic XT L10673 rew
sulting in 3 VNN WIL and 1 VNN KIA (body could not be -ecovered). Counter
artillery fire and an airstrike were placed on suspected enemy positionas vic

XT L12671 resulting in 75 bunkers and fighting holes uncovered amd 25 bunkars
destroyed, At 211915 June vic X7 L12671 Sigma gunships killed 1 VC (dC).

Company was exfiltrated from RZ HALSEY vic XT L15685 at 231332 June 67 without
incident.

S. (C) EZNEMY INFORMATION: Many, tattalion and a multi-battalion size base
camps were located in the AC, Throughout the AD it 1s possible to move 100=300
mevers in any direction and find new bunkers and/or forxhoies, Strong points are
located throughout the AC utilizing squad to platoon size security elements.

These strong points can be reinforced by reaction forces in a time span of 30
minutes to one hour if the VC choose t4 defend. The LZ's in the A0 including

one helicopter size 1LZ's are fortified with bunkers fac the long axis of the
1Z, 111 VC combat troops oncountered were armed with AK-{47 or sume type of IMG,
VC coptvred or killed carried a camplete tasic load of ammo and grenades. Weapons
and ammo were in good ocondition, many were newe No guerrillas were encountered
i1 the A0, al” contacte werse with main force type units. All ocaches located

were ir structures and in good condition. Woodsn platforms had been built

apprax 12 to 18 inches above ground level to allow air ecirculation for both food

and equipnent, All caches wore located near VC base camps or had a securlty
alement gu. ding it,

b. The VC are apparently using the AC as a Army staging area for
training and re-equipping of VC forces armd as a logistical base to support othsr
tactical zones within RVN,

6, (C) RESUITS OF ZNCOUNTER WITH THE ENEMY:

2, Triendly losses:
(1) KIAs 1 UsA; 2 VNN
(2) wWIA: 6 USASF; 6 USi; 20 VAN
(3) MIa: 3 VNN
(4) Equpment: Aircraft - helicopters: 14 damaged and 1 destroyed;
0El: 1 damaged.

b, FEnemy losses:

(1) KIA ~ 27 (BC), 2 {poss)
(2) xBA - 74 (BC), 25 (poss)
{3) KB Arty ~ unknown
(4) vcc - none
(5) Equipment:
(a) Woapons and ammo: S AK-47; 1 SKS; 1 Chicom B~LO RL w/k
projectiles and 2 Chic m claymores,

8
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AFTER ACTION REPORT: Operation Pikesville (CONTD)

A\

(b) Clothing and Equipment:

1 s LTI B WU 2 s e S e

ITEM QUANT ITY
Bicycles; VN 3 ea (8 destroyed)
Toothpaste {Perlon) 32 tubes
Cloth, black checksred lyd
Writing tablets, new 30 ea

: Magazine, carbine 1l ea

: Battery, flashl.ight 10 ea

Pot, cooking, aluminum 1l ea
Candy, 3 1b bag 6 ea
Machette, homemade lea
Hammock 2 ea
Ballpoint pen, refill 25 ea
Razorblade, pack 20 ea
Tiger balm, Salve, package 12 ea
Mantels, lantern, new 12 ea

) Combs, new 20 ea

: Toothbrush, new 50 ea

i Hat, jungle, green 1l ea

: Tobacco, package 20 1bs

: Needle, package lea

| Cloth, gray, new LO meters

H Bicycles parts, new, package 20 lbs

f varlic, 10 1b bag 1 ea

Pepper, 30 1b bag 1l ea

1 Playing cards (US type), new S decks

{ Milk, condensed (US type) 5C ea

i Tire, bicycle, new 3 ea

i Sugar, 10 1b bdag 1l ea

| Peanuts, 3 1b bag, new 1 ea

} Net, Mosquito 1 ea

' Blanket 2 ea

. Elastic,package 2 ea

: Pistol belt, canteen w/cover 1 ea

| Hairpins, package 1lea

; Ground shects 5 ea
Razors, safety,new 2 ea
Veapon, =7 0 L ea

i Weapon, AK-47 2 ea

. SKS Carbine 1l ea

! LOm Rocket Launcher (Chicom} 1ea

3

¢

1 (¢) Miscellaneous:

i 1. Total installations located: 21

% INSTATLATION LOCATION SOURCE

Bn size camplete XTh2703 15t Co
Bn size complete XTL69827 Ron 9

: 9
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AFTER ACTION REPCRT: Operation Pikesville (CONTD)
Bn sigo comwlete XT370855 2nd Co
Base area w, ’0 bldg XT359911 RR 13
and rice cach .
Co base canp XTL37692 FAC
Co bass camp XTh32697 FAC
Co base camp XT3527L7 FAC
Strong points xTlsh838 Ren 2
n n xTL485817 Ren 3
U N XT)49708 Ren &
" n XT38385) Gunships
" n XTL68704 1st Co
n n XT568867 1st Co
" n XT369825 Znd Co
n " XT348858 2nd Co
" # XTh68703 Cunships
n u XT5027%0 Pearl Diver
" " Xu591038 A«331
" " XU586052 A=33L
n 1 Xus587045 A=331
2. Installations and items damaged and destroyeds:
.ILX’-ATM DESTROYED DAMAGED
XTL6T702 10 bunkers -
XTh99708 2 bunkers 9 bunkers
XTL12671 25 bunkers 75 bunkers and fighting holes

xT348858 20 land mines, 2 cases
Te62 armo, 7 AK-47, 2 claymores

7« (C) SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIES:
8. Propaganda analysis: Nome
b. Hamlets encountered: None
cs Changes in tactics: N/A
de. Suspacted Infiltration routes: There is a vast road ami trall system
throvghout the AOQ and a1l trails and roads encountered in the AQC had signs of
traffice The majority of trails and roads run north and south, Particularly
heavy ox cart traffic was noted on Rt L and trails north of Katum XT332899 and
SE of Katum on Rt 2446 to the bridge XT 3378%4. Rts 2L6, 2Lk, 213 and the NS trail
below Bo Tuc XT 380857 contained evidence of heavy bicycles and foot traffic. The
VC are using these road and trail systems both day and night to move personnel
and supplies,
8. (C) WAS MISSION ACCOMPLISHED: Yes.

10
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AFTER ACTION REPORT: Operation Pikesville (CONID)

9. (C) PROBLEM AREAS: Some problem areas manifested themselves during
the conduct of the operation, These were as follows:

a, AJAdverse weather conditions during the period of the operation
seriously hampered the maximum utilization of attached air support. From Jhe
beginning of the Sigma operation, it was observed that severe weather conditions
would be 2 major deterrent in the efficient accomplishment of the mission, This
proved to be true. Flying conditions dwring the entire operation averaged
four hours per day. This type weather condition can be expected during the

southwest monsoon pericd over most of III CIZ2, however, it progressively improves
the further south one moves in the zone,

be Existing organic comunications facllities proved to be inadeqmte
to satisfy the demands of rapid and timely transmission of information ‘btained
by Sigma,

¢e The number of attached helicopters proved to be insufficient to
support the many operations which were being conducted simultaneously, Many
Planned missions had to be cancelled dwe to lack of sufficient aircraft to
support the missions,

d, There was a slow feedback of intelligence developed from information
gathered by the detachment.

ge No trained interrogation perscnnel are assigned or attached to the
datachment, It was felt that valuable combat information and OB was lost thru
interpretation/translation and the absence of trained interrogators, using
correct interrogation techniques.

f. Heavily defoliated, sparsely vegetated ard heavily bombed areas are
not conducive to Sigma type operations. The covert nature of Sigma operations
nacessitate the presence of sufficient vegetation to provide cover and con-
cealment for the cammdtted recon elements.

ge A critical shortage of US pewsomnel, especially in the MCS 0SB, 91B
and 11F exist in the detachment. This shortage of persomel seriously limits the
numbex and frequency of recon teams committed in an 4O,

10, (C) RECQMMENDATIONS:

ae During future Sigma operations, higher headquarters provids "HOT LINE"
cammumications from Sigma TOC to their TOC. This would satisfy the requirement
of instant cammmications placed on Sigma by higher headquarters and which is so
vital to the transmission of timely informatim which then could be used to ex=
ploit the sitwation,

be A minimum of 10 UH-1D and S5 UH=-1C helicopters should be on hand at
the FOB to support plans that call for the employment of § UH-1D and 2 UH-1C
helicopters. This 15 necessary dus to required maintenance of the aircraft, re-
placemant of aircraft damaged in ombat and the time delay of bringing replacement

1
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AFTER ACTION REPORT: Operation Pikesville (CONTD)

aircraft from Bien Hoa, Additionally, sufficient aircrew would be avallable to
pernit rotation of pilots during the operation to insure that proficiency 1ls not
impaired due to fatigue. During the operation a total of 7 UH-1D aireraft
commandsrs accumilated 656 hours total flying time in 142 flying days,for an
average of L hours 35 minutes per aircraft commander per flying day. Three of
these aireraft commanders had 25 consecutive flying days. Of these 656 hours,
nearly all was combat assault, a large portion of which was actually under in=
tense enemy fire in which many hits were taken by the alrcraft, resulting in a
total of 15 aircraft becoming unserviceable dwe to combat damage., Additionally,
geveral air crew members were WIA,

ce That agencies processing information gathered by Sigm canmplete the
Processing and disseminate the intelligence formulated as soon as possible to
permit rapid exploitation of the tactical situation,

d., That higher headquarters attach one IPW team to Sigma during the
period of cambat operations.

e, That a maximm effort be made to bring Sigma up to authordzed
strength, particularly in MOS $1B, O5B and 11F.

1. (C) OONCLUSIONS:

a., That the VC are ueing war zone as a fortified army area, They hawe
established within the area, numercus large and small size base areas, logistical
support sites, training arees, R&R areas and hospital facilities, More of these
type facilities are in the process of being constructed and improvemsnt made to
existing facilities,

be That the VC are using the facilities mentioned in paragraph 1 above,
to support the steging of troops for commitment in other areas of RVN,

¢ce That the VC are using War Zone "C! as a secure and relatively in-
violate infiltration area for the introduction of troops and supplies from Cambouais.

C. T, HEWGIEY
LTC, Infantry
Commanding

DISTRIBUTIONs
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AFTER ACTION HEPORTs Operation Pilesvills (CONTD)
334th Armed Helicopter Company (=)

1, (Cc) PROBLEM /REAS:
a. Reaction time for reaching critical areas,.
b, Availability of aircrafi,
c. Pllot Fatigue,
d, 4O coverage and number of operations per number of aircraft,
e. OGunship reactim.
‘ 2, (C) DISCUSSION:

as For a suitable reaction time, in an operational area of this size
the aircraft should be centrally located, In some instances the reconnaissance
teams were located 46,000 meters from the FUB,

be Meny operations were planned where a minimm of 5 UH~1D aircraft
were required, Dus to maintenance limitations of this location and combat damage
combined with the time limitation of bringing up replacemcat aircraft from Blen
Hoa, many of these missions could not be accomplished.

Cs A total of seven UH-1D aircraft commnders accamulated 6§56 hours
total flying time in 142 days, for an average of L hours and 35 minutes per
aireraft commander per flying day. Three of these aircraft cammanders had 25
cansecutive fiying days. Of these 656 hours, nearly all were cambat assault,

& large portlon were actually under fire in which many hits were taken in the air-
craft and several air crewmen were injured,

de In at least one instance the clircraft were on a separate operation
and had to go to ancther airfield to refusl after being called for an emergency
extraction, In this extraction’7 aircraft were demaged, one of which was Jdestroycd,
and 3 air crewmen were injured. Had the aircraft been immediately available the
eneny situation possibly would r~" have daveloped intc such organic fire power to be
placed on the adrcraft,

ées The UH=1( could not take off with fuel fram the F)B thereby
causing a minimum of 15 minutes delay when scrambled,

3, (C) RECOMMENDATIONS:

a8, In futuro planning the area of operation be smaller or the FOB
be centrally located within the AO.

be A minimm of 7 UH-1D helicopters and 4 UH~-1C helicopters be on hand

at the FOB when plans are being made for 5 UH=1D and 2 UH-1C helicopters. The
reserve helicopters should mever be wsad while the othere are in use,

13
CONFIDENTIAL




—
T st -+

CONFIDENTIAL \

AFTER ACTION RBPORT: Operstion Pikesville (CONTD)
334th Armed Hslicopter Company (~)

ce The number of pilots should be increasec or the missions dacreased
80 that ¢rew members do not average more than 3 hours por day to insure that
his proficiency is at a safe level,

ds VWhen an /imerican team is on the ground, a minimum of 3 UH~ID and
2 UH-1C helicopters sn:uld be on immediate stand by for extraction.

e, The FOB be located adjacent to & runway or an area with sufficient
running rcom to allow the UH=-1C to be armed and fueled at all times,

SUPPORT STATISTICS 334tn Armed Helicopter Compeny
DURATION: 27 days { 6 ke - 2 July)

BREAEDOWN: HOUES FLOWN AV AIRCRAFT AND AVIATORS
TOTAL PER DAY USED PER DALY
a— A/C AVIATORS
uge (26 days) 253430 9.75 2 L
wpe (27 days) 578445 21l S 10
TOTAL (27 days) 832415 30,8 100% 1002
RESULTS
®BA L8
WBA 1n
STRUCTURES (DEST OR DAM) 13
CARGO TONS 19
MED EVAC 23
PAX 1,899
TASKS
DATE TYR 4/C TYFE & MR SORTIES HOURS  RESULTS
6 Jme UH-10 AR 2 2 02420
D ¢ L 11 19400  LO PAX 2 TON
7 June c AR 5 10 05+00 2 PAX
D cTc 16 36 26450 200 PAX
8 June c AR 8 8 06+00 1 BRIDGE DAMAGED
D CIc 19 il 15420 102 PAX, 1 TON
9 June c AR 6 10 09400 1 BRIDGE DAMAGED
D cre 8 26 22450 1 HOOCH,DEST,
L3 PiX
10 June ¢ AR 8 12 06#;0 1 KBA
D cre 1 " 12 16450 23 PAX
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Operation Pikesville (CONTD)

334th Armed Helicopter Company (-)

TASKS
DATE TYPE A/C TYPE & Nn SRTIES  HOURS RESULTS
11 June c ARGAE 9 17 12430 6 KBA, 1 YRL Pooc}
D CTC 11 16 12425 39 PAX
12 June ¢ ARZAE 5 13 05440
D CTC 6 8 12400 52 PAX
13 June c ARGAE 10 22 11+00
D CTC 8 36 29400 204 PAX
U June c ARGAE Ly 10 07+20 L KBA, 1 CIh, 1
D CTC 6 N 095+15  HOOCH & 1 BICYCLE
DEST, 37 PAX, 1 TON
15 June c AB 8 17 15+00
D CTC 9 18 19400 L9 PAX, 3 MED EVAC,
2 TON
16 June c ARGAE 10 16 16410  12KBA, 11" . ,1.50
D CI¢c 20 12 21445 CAL PSY, 34 PAX
17 June c ARGKAE B 19 16400
D cre 19 1 30+35 239 PAX
18 June c ARKAE 6 10 11400 1 HOUSE & 1 BUNKER
D CTC 7 8 27445 (DAM) 2 HOOCHES
DEST, 28 PAX
19 June c ARRAE 8 10 06420
D cc 15 n 16450 70 PAX, 2 TON
20 June c ARGNE 6 18 09430
D cT¢ 20 Lo 27450 31 PAX, .5 TON, S
MED EVAC
21 June o ARGAE 7 15 11400 1 KBA,l KB4 (Poss)
D cre 5 18 25+00 L3 PaX
22 June c ARMAE 7 15 11+00
D CTC 28 19 29+05 92 FAX, 7 MED EVAC
23 June c AR 8 1N 08420 2 STRUC DEST
D crc 12 18 32400  SAMPAN DAM, éh PAX
2L, June C AE 5 11 07430 L PAX
D CIC 9 16 15400 35 PAX
25 June c DCS&AE 6 11 10420 3 PaX
D cTe 24 3 30+15 L9 PAX, 3 MED EVAC
15
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334th Armed Helicopter Company (=)

26 June

27 June

28 June

29 June

30 June

1 July

2 July

3wy

U o ba Yo

U o0 o o uvo

()

DOSKAE 6
cTc 28
AE 6
cTc 18
DCS&AE 6
AR 2
LTC 3
CTC 26
AB 10
CTC 1
NO FLY = WX
CTC 9
AE 8
cIc 11
AE 13
ITc 12
LTC 2

6 Gk BE

wED

L3

k)

32
32

18
32

1040
2,+30

06,0
260

07425
03440
08+00
18+35
16430
20405
12+30

1420
18+00

06+35
13430

02+00
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10 v84, 5 KBA (Poss)
1a, PAX

1 PAX, 1 KBi (Poss)
126 PAX

S KBA

116 PAX, ¢ TON

43 PAX, 1 MED EVAC
1 PAX

38 PAX, 1 MED EVAC
91 PAX, 3 TN
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AFTER ACTIN FREPORT: Operation Pikesville (CONTD)
6th Battaldon, 27th Artillery

1. The 23d Artillery Group provided artillery support to Detachment B-56
(Sigma) Sth Special Forces (Abn) during "Operation Pikesville", during the
period 6 June through 1 July 1967,

2, The Commanding Orficer, 23d irtillery Group having knowledge of
Operation Pikesville being conducted in an area within range of the artillery
weapons of the group devised the concept of support which proved highly
successfuls in artillery liaison team, two ferward observer parties, an
aerial cbserver, and two radio relay stations were placed in support of the
Sigma operatlon,

a. The liaison team being located at the tactical operations center
was an immediate source of informaticn and advice for the Sigma Commander, The
team also provided the forward observer with information on what artillery wunits
were within range and the radio frequencies on which to contact them. The
14aison team received and passed on to Group the location of base camp areas,
troop concentrations, infiltration routes and Viet Cong supply and storage
areas discovered by the recan elements., These discoverles then became targets
for destruction, horassment, and for interdiction. Another responsibiliity of
the llaison section was to clear target areas for H and I fires.

be The forward observer party attached to each company during campany
operations provided the ground commander immediate artillery support when re-
quired. The FO also strengthened the defensive posture by adjusting in defensive
concentrations around the night positions. Tho effect of these defensive
fires was evident when campanies were attaciid and defensive concentrations werm
called in the oontact was immediately broken,

0. A concept of using an air observer in conjunction with a ground ob-—
server was developed during this operation. This concept proved invaluable in
that it allowed more rapid and accurate adjustment of the artillery. The air
obgserver was able to see the round explode, thus eliminating adjusting ¥v semd
which would have been required by the ground observer due t thick jungle growth.
Also, the ground otserver could identify the exact location of friendly troops
with mich less risk, inother responsibility of the aerial observer was to ad-
Just the preparatory fires cn the landing zone. Through coordination with the
forward air controller, areas to be covered were divided between the air strike,
and the artillery which made for more camplete coverage, and a safer landing
gone. The results of this were no friendly casualtiss, and a minimum of hostile
fire on any of the four campany landings. The air observer fJ w twenty six
nmissions for a total of seventy seven and three quarters in ilairteen days,

d. The establishment of radic relay stations in the east and west of
the A0 insured continuous cawmnications with the ground cbserver, and further
enhanced rapid reaction to fire. Prior to the establishment of the relay
stations, calls for fire were relayed through two to three stations.

3¢ Lessons leamed during this operation veret

17
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AFTER ACTION REPORT: Operation Pikesville (CONTD)
6th Battalion, 27th Artillery

8, That limisan personnel located at the TOC provided invaluabls
assistanoce to the ground commander in planning his operations, and made it
possible for more rapld reaction by the artillery support during operatioms,

b, That the ground observer is necessary in that it provides the
ground commander an immediate source of artillsry support through experienced
Persons having full knowledge of the capabilities of the artillery,

he Recommendation for future operations are:

ae, That artillery liaison personnel be included during the pianning
stages. This would give the ground camander necessary information as to
location, availability and caliber of weapons which could support his operations,
Also, this would provide the artillery commander with information as to the
amount of support required, and allows him to determine the necessity of re~
locating his units to provide mcre effective support,

b. That ldaison teams be organized prior to the beginning of an
operation and that these versonnel work throughout the operation in order to
provils continuity,

S. The support provided by the 23d Group was as fallowst
a, Personnel:
(1) 1lisison team consisting of one officer (Captain),
(2) An offiocer (lieutenant) aerial obserwver.

(3) Two artillery forward observer teams, each consisting of one
officer (lisutenant) and two enlisted men.

(L) Two ground relay stations, one at Tong Le Chou (XT 622010)
and the other at Prek Klok (XT 275785) consisting of three personrel aach,

b, Equipment:
(1) Five (5) AN/VRC L6 radios with power supply.
(2) Six (6) telephones TA 312 PT.
(3) 1wo (2) PRC 25 radios.
(4) Other equipment organic to a forward cbserver party.
(5) The radio teletype equipment from MA" Battery, 6th Battalion,

27th Artillery was also used to transmit messages from Qum Loi to 23d
Artillery Oroup at Phu loi.

18
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AFTER ACTION REPORT: Operation Pikesville (CONTD)
6th Battalian, 27th Artillery
ce Artill-ry Fire Supports
(1) naAv Battery, 6th Battalion 27th Artillery (8" How-17%umm Gua;

(2) "B® and ®C" Batterieas 2d Battalion 324 Artillery (8" How =
175m Cun)

(3) "B" and nCv Batteries lst Battalion 27th Artillery (155mm How)
d, Ammmition Expenditure:

(1) 155mm How - 364 rounds

(2) 8" How - 556 rounds

(3) 17%m Gun - 385 rounds.

CHARLES M. HOOD, JR.
CPT, Artillery
Artillery liaisan Officer

DISTRIBU:ION:
1 - 00, 23d Arty Gp
1 - 00, 6th Bn 27th Arty
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AFTER ACTION REPRT: Operation Pikesville (CONTD)
AIR LIAISON OFFICER REPCRT

On operation Pikesville the tactical air control party flew 7L OIF sorties
o-nd directed 38 fighter sorties in support of ground operations., On this
operetion Sigma initiated a Pearl Diver concept which is in essence 2 r-2ln?
down Bagle Flight - which 15-25 troops are at ground alert with helicopters
standisg Ly, The FAC and gunships will perform a VR at high and/or low
a'titude t~ find VC meving on a road or trail rnear a LZ, On sighting VC they
are hit by oen airatrike or the gunships as deomed necessary. Then the troops
are landed to gather the equipment, information and PW's while the FAC and
genshire -wovide combat air patrol. Care must bo used in this operation to
rrclsts committing a small number of troops against an unsuspected hidden
enomy force nearby, Continuous visual surveillance is necessary to prevent the
VC from removing his casualties with weapons and information.

Many base camps and occupled positions were discovered and plotted., These
were not struck with preplanned air strikes because the wne assigned Ol air-
craft had to remain on alert to support troops on the ground. Mwo arclights
were requested thru jiirmy channels on large occupied fortified lncations, bubt
neither had been executed by the end of Operation Pikesville. 411 requests
for airstrikes were either LZ preps, troops in contact, VC in the open, ar
occupied positions confirmed by ground or alr observers,

The MK 109 radio Jeep had a power failure 3 days before the end of the

operation and we were not able toc make repairs, In this instance reports were
submitted and airstrikes requested thru Hussy Control. The assigned OWF was

delivered to Di Ap for use of the 2nd Bde, lst Inf Div on 2 July 67 until
Sigma i1s assignad another operation,

NORMAN E. GAMMONS
CcPT USAF
FAC
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AFTER ACTION REPORT: Operation Pikesville (CONTD)
Det 4-331

1. {(C) Detactment A=331, loc Ninh conducted operations in AQ Bear

assigned to Project Sigma. The following is a narrative of actions during
the period 22 Jume to 1 July 1967.

ae Operation Loc 5/6: At 221450 June a force of 4 USASF and 160 CIDG
mads gontact with 5 VC armed with 2 K~50 vic XU 591029. Results were 1 VC KIn
(BC)s At 221630 element made contact with an estimated V¢ campany vic XU 591038,
Unit moved into a defensive position for the night, Extensive artillery and air
strikes contained the VC during the nights A C-A7 armed gunship surporting the
unit received .50 cal tracer fire from vic XU 592047 at 230605 June 67, Two
Mike Force companies infiltrated by holicopter vie XU €160® at 231535 with a
mnission of reinfoercement and -continued the operation. At 241056 June, Mike
Force element made contact with 2 VC squads with fW, During pursuit of the VO
force, Mike Farce element began to receive heavy AW fire from vic XU 5856052, A
reinforced VC company foroed the unit to withdraw northwest and contact was
broken with gunships and sir strikes. The combined unit of Mike Force and
Det A-331 withdrew to Loc Ninh, closing at 24,0015 June 67.

be. Operation loc 6/6: An arclight strike was conducted vic XU 587di5
at 280500 Jhue 67. L USASF and 2 CIDG companies were committed with a missicn
of BDA, Contact was made with 2 VC compenises at 28104k June. Two Mike Force
companies infiltrated vic XU 630072 at 281655 to reinforce CIDG wnit. Both
units returned to Loc Ninh at 281745 June 67,

ce Total Losses:s Opn Loo 5/6, 6/6, Mike Foroce

(1) Friendlys
KIA VA
USASF =z -3
cIDG 12 39
Mike Foroe 8 2

(2) Enemy Losses:

KL KBA
o 3
CIA

TRKUT

1 Russian rifle
3 Chicom grenades
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AFTER ACTIQN REPORT: OPERATIMN PIKESVILLE (U)

Copy Nr 2 of & copies
Det B-56, 5th” SFG (Abn)
1st SF

Camp Ho Ngoe Tao, RVN
OPORD 10-67 (OPTRATION PIKESVILIE (U) OL1100H Jun 67

References: Maps, RVN and Cambodia, 1:50,000, Series L701lL, Sheets

2231 I, 6232 II, 6331 IV, 6232 ITI, 6332 IV; Series L7016,
232 1.

1, STITUATION
a, HEnemy forces: Annex A (intelligence)
b. Friendly forces:

(1) I FFV,

(2) 1st Inf Div,

(3) 3d. Bde, ith Inf Div (OPCON 2S5th Inf Div).

(4) ~TLh LCuF

(5) Sth SFG (Abn), lst SF

(6) A Bty, 6/27 Arty.

(1) B Bty, 2/32 Arty

c. Attachments and detachments:

(1) 1st & Lth Flatoons, 33L4th Armed Helicopter Campany.

(2) 18Lth Aviation Commy (-)

(3) ALO/FAC Party remains attached.

(4) Detachments: None
2, MISSTON

Project SIGMA (Det B-56) conducts reconnalssance operations within AQ BEAR
locate enemy units, caches, infiltration routes and to capture Priscners of
War and documents.

3. EXECUTIN

a, Concept of operation,

(1) Mapeuver: Project SIGMA Roadrunner Teams will infiltrate assigned
Reconnaissance Zones (RZ's) within AO BEAR (Annex B, Op Overlay) commencing 6
June 67 to locate enemy units, caches, infiltration routes, and attermts to capture
PW's. Based on intelligence developed by Roadrunner T2ams, Reconnalssance Teams
wiii then be infiltrated to further develop intellignece. 13t, 2d and 34 Renacti~m
Companies will stand by to assist in extraction of Roadrunner/Reconnaissance
Tumms, to exploit on order informmation obtained by Roadrunner/Reconnaissance
Teams and to conducr other operations on order.

(2) Fire Support: T7th USAF and attached fire team provides close air
support, Artillery support will bs available for portions of the AO, Artillery
fires to be coordinated through and provided by DS and GSR units supporting
TF DIXIE NORTH and 3¢ Bde, Lth Inf Div,

b, GOeneral Plan: Operation Pikesville will be conducted in AO BEAR in threo
phases from 5 Jun to 5 Jul 67,

(1) Phage 1 cammences S5 Jun 67 with the quartering party and the 2d
Reaction Company moving to and establi:hing a Forward Operations Base (FOB) at
Quan Loi (XT807899). The cormand element, lst and 3d Reaction Campanics and
Recon Company will close the FOB NLT 761700 Jun 67. The conmand ajr reconnaissance
will b .conducted NLT 071200 Jun 67, Teams to be initially infiltrated will be
issued OPORD and air recons will be conducted prior to 071800 Jun 67.

(2) Phase II consists of infiltration/exfiltration of SIGMA Roadrmmner/
Reconneaissance Toams from 8 Jun through I Jui 67.

2
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(3) Pnase III consists of closing out FOB and returning to Base Camp

NLT & Jul 67.

ce Reconnaissance Company, Det B-56.
(1) Infiltrate Roadrunner/Reconnaissance Teams into assigned RZ's to

accomplish assigned mission, commencing 6 Jun 67.
(2) Be prepared to act as guides for Reaction Companies or other forces

when committed.

d. 1st Reaction Company, Det B-56,
(1) Be prepared to assist in the extraction of committed Roadrunner/Recon =

v

AT L e g g,

naissance Tcams.

(2) Be prepared to deploy to exploit infarmation developed by the Road-
runner/Reconnaissance Teams.

(3) Be prepared to act as guides for other forces whon committed.

(L) Be prepared to conduct reconnaissance in force missions within AO on

order.
©. 24 Reaction Company, Det B-56,
(1) Establish FOB at Quan Loi (XT807899) on 5 Jun 67,
(2) Be prepared to assist in the extraction of committed Roadrunner/

Reconnalssance Teams,
(3) Be prepared to deploy to exploit information developed by the Road-

runer/Reconnaissance Tzams.
(h) Be prepared to act as guides for other forces when committed.
(5) Be prepared to conduc’: reconnaissance in force missions within AO

on order.

f. 3d Reaction Campany, Det B-56.
(1) Be .prepared to assist in the extraction of committed Roadrunner/

Reconalssance Teams.
(2) Be prepared to deploy to eoxplolt information developad by the

Roadrunner/Reconnaissance Teams.
(3) Be prepared to act as guides for other forces when committad,

(4) Be prepared to conduct reconnaissance in force missions within AO

S D 1 i e

L g

on order.
g+ Supporting artillery: Provide artillory support to conmitted Roadrummer/
Reconadssance Teams and/or Reaction Companies.
h. st & lth Platoons, 33Lth Armed Helicopter Company,
(1) Provide one command and control aircraft, four slicks and three gum-

ships for reconnaissance, infiltration/exfiltration of committed forcos.
(2) Conduct other operations on order.
i, 18Lth Aviation Company (-).
(1) Provide two OIE Radio Relay aircraft for continious daylight air

relay while forces are committed.
%2) Provide fixes and navigational assistance on call for committed forces.
3) Conduct VR's on order,

] J. Forward Lir Control Party,
3 (1) Provide fixes and navigational assistance on call for committed forces,

(2) rissist in infiltration and exfiltration/extraction of committcd forces,
(_3) Conduct TAC air strikes and VR!'s on order.
(4) Concuct other operations on ordor.

k. Coordinating instructions.
(1) RZ's will be assigned by €0, Det B-56,
(2) Priorities of reconnaissance: RZ's DOG, CAT and TIGER.
(3) Deploying forces f£o give briefbacks NLT 3 hrs prior to infiltration.
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(L) Ten slicks anc four gunships will be provided by II FFV on a
SIGM: SCRAMBLE with a two hour rezaction time. (12th Avn Gp).
(5) Toams/Units will be dcbriefed at FOB immediately after exfiltration/
extraction,
(6) Scction leaders of 334th armed Helicopter Co and 184th Avn Co
report to CO, Det B-56 NLT 021000 Jun 67 for bricfing.
(7) Tcams oxtracted by sling will be landed for recovery at locations
designated by CO, Dot B-56,
he ADMINISTRATION JND LuGISTICS
\ a, Administration.
(1) Mail will te delivered and picked up daily depending on availability
of aircraft,
(2) Subsistance advance will be given by S1 two major units on a weekly
basis.
» (3) USASF personnel will recoive monthly pay at end of month at FOB,
| (L) 211 porsonncl departing/-rriving at FOB will sign-in and cut with
|

(5) All personnel departing/arriving at Basec Camp will sign-in and out
with the S1.
b. Logistics.,
(1) Supply:
(a) Class I, Hot meals will be available at FOB effective 070600 Jun 67,
(b) Class II, Basic issue accomplished at Base Camp; limited TA
and T&E available at FCR,
(c¢) Class III. Type A and B available at FOB through supporting
_ unit (TF DIXIE NORTH, lst Inf Div),
! (d) Class IV, Available at FOB,
; (e) Class V, All personnel to carry basic load; re-supply available
; at FOB with back-up from Base Camp.
(2) Maintainence: Mechanics availablc at FOB.
(3) Medical cvacuatior and hcspitalization, Unit SOP,
S. COMAIND AND SIGNAL
a, Signal;
(1) Annex C, Signal: Omitted,
(2) SOI to be iasued at FOB,
t. Command,
(1) On infiltrations, exfiltrationa/extractions CO, De: B-S6 airborne in
C&C aircraft,
(2) CO, Det B-54, available on call in C&C aircraft,
(3) At all other times CO, Dot B-56, will be located at the FOB at
Quan Loi (XT807899).
ficknowledge,

HEWGLEY
LTC
Annexes: A « Intelligonce
-B—0Op—Overlay- Withdrawn, Hqs, DA
C - Signal (QOmitted)
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Cy _ of cys
Det B-56, 5th SFG (Abn)
1st SF
Camp Ho Ngoc Tao, RUN
ol1200H Jun 67
ANNEX A (Intellignece) to OPORD 10-67 (O™ZRATION PIKESVILLE) (U)
Reforenco: Maps, SWN, 1:50,000, Seriss L7701k, Sheets 6231 I, IV; 6232 II, III;
6331 IV; 6332 III; Series L7016, Sheets 6232 I, IV,

1, SUMMARY OF ENEMY SITUATION

a. Area of interest: The geographic area of interest is bounded by the
following coordinates: XU7Ll3, XT6686, XTL5SL, XT5580, XT2975, XT2798, XT3099,
173995, XTL291, XT5193, XT5890, XU5500, XUSB07, XU5711, XU6013.
The arca of intcrest encompasses approximately 1,500 square kilometers. The south
and western sector of the £0 (Tay Ninh Frovince) is principally of the flat delta
terrain and will Lo subjoct to inundationduring the period of this operation, The
north and sastern portion of the AO (Binh Long “rovince) uasd gently rolling terrain
with elevations generally between 50 and 200 meters with few exceptions. Through-
cut our AQ, extensive broad leaf evergreen forest exist forming continuous single
and double canopy jungle, with an exception in the western sector where dense
growths of bamboo exist. The AO is sparscly populated and all people within
should be considercd hostile. The primary roads, running north %o south are:
Route 13 cast of the 40; Qoute L west of the AO; Route 2LL center of the 7B,
Roads running east to west are: iloutc 17 north in the AC; Route 2h6 center of
AO and Interprovincial Route 13 south in the A0, Overall, the AO contains
numerous trails anc small roads leading off the primary routes.,

b, Order of battle., Based on reports compiled by II Field Force, Vietnam,
the probabls VC/NVA units normally operating within thz: AQ are:

UNIT DATE POS3IBLE/PROBABLE LOC “TION

Tth NVA Div 27 May 67 “XTLLBT

165 NVA Inf Rgt 27 May 67 WZ C, Tay Ninh

141 NVA Inf Rgt 27 May 67 VZ C, Tay Ninh

101 NV, Inf Rgt 27 May 67 XTL170

272 VC Inf Rgt 27 May 67 XTS691

69th VC Arty Cmd 27 May 67 WZ C

2, EEI AND OTHER INTELLIGENCE REQUIRMENTS
a, EEI:

(1) Where are the VC/NVA headquarters and bases areas within the AO?
(2) What routes are utilized by the VC/NVA in the A0 for troop and
supply movement?
(3) What VC/NVA main force units are opcrating in the AO?
(4) Whera are the arm and ammunition storage crcas? Do they contain
120mm mortars and/or 1LOmm rockets?
b, Okhoer intelligence recquir . nts:
(1) Are there any major poiitical elements located in the A0? Where are
their hcadquarters and bace arceas?
(2) What is the attitude of the local inhabitants tnwards the VC/NVA?
The GVN?
(3) Does the local populace appear to be supporting the VC/NVA with
food, intelligence, personnel and money?
(4) What means do the VC/NVA eamploy in moving personnel and supplice?
3. ORD:RS AND REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION
None 2s
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L, MISCELL.NEOUS

a. “risoners of War, documents and material will be evacuated as soon as
possible to FOB,

b. Maps will be 1lssued at FOB by S2,

¢. Dersonnel entering the AO or flying over same will wear ID tags only.
Wallets, etc, will be turned into the S1 for safe keeping.

d, Time permitting, all camps and VG/NVA will be searched for documer.ts
and othor evidence to unit identification.
Acknowledge,

HEWGLEY
LTC
Distributions A
OFFICIAL:
STECKEL
82
2b
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